Description of Spiritual Gifts
1.  ADMINISTRATION (ORGANIZATION) 1 Corinthians 14:40
The supernatural enablement to organize and manage people, resources, and time for effective ministry and coordinate many details and execute the plans of leadership.

Meaning: “To steer a ship”

People with this gift:

· Strive for efficiency
· Are well-organized and detail oriented
· Enjoy coordinating tasks and events
· Delegate well
· Create order out of chaos
Biblical example:  Nehemiah

Where can I use this gift?  Welcome Center, Data Entry, Computer Tech, 
Organizing Events
2.  APOSTLE Romans 15:20

The supernatural enablement to start new churches or ministry organizations and oversee their development.

Meaning:  “One who is sent forth with authority”

People with this gift:

· Pioneer new organizations
· Adapt well to new cultures, communities or countries

· Are adventurous and entrepreneurial

· Have large vision and see the big picture

· Take risks

Biblical example:  Paul

Where can I use this gift?  Church Planter, Para Church Ministry, New Ministry 

 Development
3. CRAFTMANSHIP  Exodus 31:3-11

The supernatural enablement to creatively design and / or construct items to be used for ministry.

Meaning:  “To craft, design, build”

People with this gift:

· Enjoy working with raw materials:  wood, paint, cloth, etc.
· Create and design items for ministry
· Are resourceful and practical
· Like to work behind-the-scenes
· Like working with their hands to help and support other’s ministries
Biblical Example:  Bezalel & Oholiab in Exodus 31 made tent, ark, etc.

Where can I use this gift?  Stage & Set Designer, Decorations Coordinator, Guest 

 Services, Grounds Maintenance

4.  CREATIVE COMMUNICATION  Psalm 150:3-5

The supernatural enablement to convey the message of God’s truth through a variety of art forms.

Meaning:  “Artistic communication

People with this gift:

· Use drama, writing, music and other art forms to communicate
· Are creative, expressive, imaginative
· Are sensitive to an audience’s feelings, thoughts
· Are often non-traditional in their approach-“think outside the box”
 Biblical Example:  King David or Miriam in Exodus 15:20-21
Where can I use this gift?  Drama Team, Drama Director, Photography, Prop  Manager, Script Writer, Lighting and Sound Tech, Vocalist, Instrumentalist,         Multi – Media Operator, Video Creation

5.  DISCERNMENT  1 John 4:1-6
The supernatural enablement to distinguish right from wrong, truth from error and discern whether the source of an experience is God’s Spirit, self, or Satan.

Meaning:  “To separate or make a distinction”

People with this gift:

· Accurately identify deception in people
· Can detect phony or manipulative people

· Are sensitive to troubled or burdened people

· Are perceptive, insightful, keenly observant

This is the gift that protects the church from getting off into extremes. Some of you have this gift but you’re not able to use it because you don’t have enough Bible under your belt yet to know what God has said. As you understand the word of God more and more as you study it more and more, this gift is going to blossom in your life.

Biblical Example:  Peter (Ananias and Sapphira incident in Acts 5)
Where can I use this gift?  Elder Board, Small Group Leader, Special Care Counseling

6. ENCOURAGEMENT (“Exhortation”) Acts 14:22

The supernatural enablement to strengthen, comfort or urge to action those who are discouraged or wavering in their faith. People with this gift bring out the best in others and challenge them to develop their potential.

Meaning:  “To come alongside”

People with this gift:

· Are sensitive to discouraged, depressed people

· Are especially motivating and uplifting

· Point others to the promises, hope and truth of scripture

· Enjoying seeing others succeed

Biblical Example:  Barnabas
Where can I use this gift?  Celebrate Recovery, Hospital Care Team, Small Group Leader, Discipleship of New Believers

7.  EVANGELISM  Acts 8:26-40

The supernatural enablement to effectively communicate the gospel to unbelievers so they respond in faith and move toward discipleship.

Meaning:  “To bring good news”

People with this gift:

· Continuously gravitate toward unbelievers 
· Are sensitive to the needs and roadblocks to faith of unbelievers
· Enjoy practically teaching others how to share their faith
· Are influential, compelling and confident in their communication
Biblical Example:  Philip in Acts 8

Where can I use this gift?  Anywhere unbelievers are! Children’s and Student Ministries

8.  FAITH  Romans 4:18-21
The supernatural enablement to trust God for what cannot be seen and to act on God’s promise, regardless of what the circumstances indicate. People with the gift of faith have the willingness to risk failure in pursuit of a God – given vision, expecting God to handle the obstacles.
Meaning:  “To trust”

People with this gift:

· Are optimistic, assured, positive, risk-takers

· Do not let circumstances dictate their level of belief in God

· Trust with complete confidence that God will act on their behalf

How do you know if you’ve got the gift of faith?  You love to take risks.  It doesn’t threaten you to go out on a limb.  God calls us all to have faith but some people have the gift of faith.


Biblical Example:  Heroes of faith in Hebrews 11


Where can I use this gift?  Church Leadership, Prayer Team, any ministry!

9.  GIVING  2 Corinthians 8:1-7

The supernatural enablement to generously contribute money and resources to kingdom priorities with cheerfulness and liberality. People with this gift do not ask “How much money do I need to give to God?” but, “How much money do I need to live on?”

Meaning:  “To give, share”

People with this gift:

· Limit their lifestyle in order to give resources to ministry
· Seek out those who need tangible resources for ministry
· Often have a special ability to make money
· Are sensitive to the material needs of others
Biblical Example:  Macedonian churches in 2Corinthians 8:2

Where can I use this gift?  Building Campaign Coordinator, Fund-raising, Elder Board Member

10.  HOSPITALITY  1 Peter 4:9-10

The supernatural enablement to make others, especially strangers, feel warmly welcomed, accepted, and comfortable.

Meaning:  “To love strangers

People with this gift:

· Provide warm, safe, friendly environments where people feel cared for
· Are sensitive to the needs of the stranger or the loner in a group
· Pursue ways to connect people and help them build relationships
· Are warm, caring, inviting, friendly
You can always tell somebody who’s got the gift of hospitality. You feel immediately comfortable around them. They have a way of putting you at ease. People with the gift of hospitality have a great concern for your comfort. They often use their homes as ministry tools. They love to provide meals for people, services for people. They’re the first to sign up when we have a need for a fellowship activity, like a banquet or fellowship or anything. They just have the ability to provide, to prepare an atmosphere that everybody else can enjoy.
Biblical Example:  Martha – Luke 10:40 (an example of when to use caution with your gift)

Where can I use this gift?  Registration and Food Coordinators, Usher, Greeter, Small Group Host,

11.  INTERCESSION  Colossians 1:9-12
The supernatural enablement to consistently pray for the needs of others, seeing frequent and specific results.

Meaning:  “To plead on behalf of someone”

People with this gift:

· Are sensitive to spiritual warfare
· Pray fervently and in response to the Holy Spirit’s leadings whether they understand or not

· Are certain God moves in response to prayer

Biblical Example:  Timothy in Colossians 1:9

Where can I use this gift?  Prayer Team, Prayer E-Chain Coordinator, Prayer Partner

12.  KNOWLEDGE  Daniel 1:17, Mark 2:6-8

The supernatural enablements to discover, collect, analyze, and organize information that is vital to individual believers or the entire church family. People with the gift of knowledge comprehend a large amount of information and provide it when needed for effective decision-making.

Meaning:  “To know”

People with this gift:

· Search God’s word for understanding whenever a decision is to be made

· Are sensitive to the need for facts and information to support opinions

· Enjoy research

· Obtain knowledge not regularly attained by natural means

Biblical Example:  Daniel

Where can I use this gift?  Bible Study Teacher, Teaching Team Researcher, Programming Brainstorming Team
13.  LEADERSHIP  Hebrews 13:7, 17
The supernatural enablement to cast vision, inspire, motivate and direct people to harmoniously accomplish the purposes of God.

Meaning:  “To stand before, influence”

People with this gift:

· Are visionary, big-picture and goal-minded

· Are regularly followed by others

· Develop and equip people to reproduce ministry

Leadership can be defined in one word: influence. The test of leadership is real simple:  Is anybody following you?

Biblical Example:  Moses
Where can I use this gift?  Small Group Coach, Student Ministry Team Leaders, Elder, Ministry Leader, Sports and Recreation Ministry, Men’s and Women’s Ministries

14.  MERCY  Luke 10:30-37
The supernatural enablement to detect hurt and empathize with those who are suffering in the church family. People with the gift of mercy provide compassionate and cheerful support to those experiencing distress, crisis, or pain.
Meaning:  “To have compassion”

People with this gift:

· Are kind, empathetic, caring and loving 

· Are sensitive to the hurts, loneliness and suffering of others

· Are sympathetic to others’ distress and have strong desire to alleviate it

The best example of somebody with the gift of mercy would be the Good Samaritan. Remember the story. He just came, picked up the guy at the side of the road, took him to the local Holiday Inn, left his American Express card, and said, “Whatever it takes I’ll pay for it and cover it.”

Biblical Example:  Jesus

Where can I use this gift?  Celebrate Recovery, Bereavement / Benevolence Meals, Small Groups, Benevolence Team

15.  MISSIONS  1 Corinthians 9 19-23, Acts 13:2-3
The supernatural enablement to adapt to a different culture in order to reach unbelievers and minister to believers from that culture.

Meaning:  To share the gospel with a foreign culture”


People with this gift:

· Adapt well to different cultures

· Are sensitive to what God is doing all over the world

· Often have a special burden for a specific people group or country

· Have a strong desire to see the great commission fulfilled

You don’t have to go overseas to use this gift!

Biblical Example:  Barnabas and Saul in Acts 13:2

Where can I use this gift?  Missions Team Leader / Participant

16.  PROPHECY  1 Corinthians 14:3, Ephesians 4:11
The supernatural enablement to communicate God’s word and reveal truth for the purposes of understanding, correction, repentance or edification.

Meaning:  “To speak before, declare”

People with this gift:

· Speak timely words that bring conviction

· Declare God’s truth in a compelling, authoritative way

· Apply God’s heart and mind to specific situations

· Are sensitive to what God would say in a situation

Biblical Example:  Peter in Acts 3

Where can I use this gift?  Preaching, Small Group Leader, Bible Study Teacher, Sunday School Teacher

17.  SERVICE  Acts 6:1-7

The supernatural enablement to accomplish practical tasks that free up, support and meet the needs of others.

Meaning:  “To take the place of someone, to serve”

People with this gift:

· Enjoy tasks that help others minister effectively

· Like to do “little” things behind-the-scenes to help people

· Are practical, available, willing, unselfish and dependable

People with this gift of service, you don’t have to tell them. If you see a need they immediately  take charge and start doing it. If they walk in the room and chairs aren’t set up, nobody has to ask, “Would you help set up the chairs?” The motivation of the people with the gift of service is just “I want to be helpful.” These people have no need and in fact they don’t want to be, up front. It makes them nervous. The church needs lots of people with the gift of service. It’s a demonstration of God’s love.
Biblical Example:  Deacons in Acts 6

Where can I use this gift?  Operations, Administrative Services, Guest Services – Janitorial, Clean-up, Set-up/Tear-down
18.  SHEPHERDING (“Pastoring”)  1 Peter 5:2-4
The supernatural enablement to nurture, care for and guide people toward ongoing spiritual maturity and assume responsibility for their spiritual welfare.

Meaning:  “To lead and to feed”

People with this gift:

· Are nurturing, supportive and highly relational

· Assume responsibility for oversight of a group of people

· Lead and protect those in their circle of influence

Biblical Example:  Barnabas

Where can I use this gift?  Small Group Leader or Coach, Children’s Ministry Teacher
19.  TEACHING Ephesians 4:12-13

The supernatural enablement to educate God’s people by clearly explaining and applying the Bible in a way that causes them to learn.

Meaning:  “To instruct”
People with this gift:

· Communicate scriptural  truth in a way that brings about life change

· Care about details and accuracy

· Are analytical, articulate, systematic and concise

· Apply truth correctly to life situations

Biblical Example:  Apollos in Acts 18:24

Where can I use this gift?  Bible Study Teacher, Small Group Leader, Sunday School Teacher
20.  WISDOM  1 Corinthians 2:1, 6-16
The supernatural enablement to understand God’s perspective on life situations and share those insights in a simple, understandable way. The ability to explain what to do and how to do it.

Meaning:  “To apply truth practically”

People with this gift:

· Are sensible, fair and insightful

· Are solution-minded, practical problem-solvers

· Bring resolve and practical answers to conflict

· Are good decision-makers

People say, “That person has insight!”  Often these people have real insights into relationships. In meeting they might say, “I see what’s going on here… There’s a hidden agenda here or this is what this person is feeling.”

Biblical Example:  Solomon in 1 Kings 3:16-28

Where can I use this gift?  Elder Board, Teacher, Church Leadership
